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Four; or attaine them 


Et not the n ‘noveltie of opinions deter fearching 
ontthe Truth, , and be aflaréd people, as well as worl 

alings have their times to fifh.in troubled waters; wherefore || 
thou proceedonwith this Difcourle, prpmife me, Lbefeech thee,to 
it out; andaf thou Epent thee of thy paines, let 
auch, and! 


Iam that the! awtalneffe newtralit 


is controvere 


cienee,but 


to the preeipice , ought dé accounted 
or ke wa Such then( as I prefume no ore be of opi- 
that jobs fidgarg Papits or she al 

Parlia Brownilts, Arfebaptifts, or thereunt ed; nor 
all chat atear O-cfardenem of Godénd godly men; or all’ take 
up Arms only for that there areion er eat num- 
bers, though not equa 
dingthere have been many Sears infirmities & errours expreffed 


any rc _Dut the the @ 
Wit 


d thould refolve 
geen In 
cller,and yet it may chance 


years,he might run the be ‘thoughe 


Confined amongft the Lutherans and he 
«we ftillretain the name:: But matt 
~ Gants or otherwife? or is truth ty the worfe, becanfe we endea- 
y the helpe of Papitts and-of Brownifts? or may not 
and Brownilts as lawfully ferve their King and Countrey , as 


himfelfe be not Po ily affcéted,the Bifhops be 
and py their, jurifdicion, all fuch as did not Conforme 


tkaéwio 
I fhall willingly take me penance. for” fatis- a 


vour f 


which with Gocerely and mean well, not 


ngland theie eighty 
- be found fo, if we examine whatit is, Whence j it Came, whether itbe not © 


much we differ from it, though 
rs it, whether we be called Prote- 


thundering legions Chriftians-did the Heathen Emperours?» 
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fay, the others | 
they fa difproved, areta | 
‘bé'treat with, alike 7 To this the King addes; and faies; that | 
befides fundry demonftrations of Hisgraceand favour, I have granted | 
that flagald have an end they have 
‘arliamen » which of themfelvesionly tran{cend allthe grantsthab | 
say Pr eccfours made unto.their Subjects : notwithitanding allchie, 
life,and take away my Revenues, Royalty, and. ‘Religidatoo, 
were. poffible: On the contrary,the two, Honfes of Parliamentin their fevew 
have informed his Majefty,how through predominaneié of 
¥i count ellours the, Sub liberties ha: had feverall preat'breaches niadé § 
‘dpant Do@rine and pline in their Re'igion, and they 
really. and totally poflefied, that by the fame,and fuch like evill counfelioure 
hich’are likely to their whole priviledges.and propriety willbefors 
em them, and the oF the true Proreftant:Religion utterly 


Maje that if he will’ be pleated t teres 

Il, delinquents to bebrought'totriall ,and 
_ in,there ‘be failing OR their rtsto'make hinie glorions | 
Revenues beyond yond all his Predecefonrs bao 


| the Abels Kingdome in perfons'as.both Houfes may 


bow to qualifie the diffidence!whick ¢ach hath of. tHe other, bork: 
dtrengthned feverall Armics intothe field,fought 
fome pit¢ht battells, and had fo many skirmithes and 
of whole Townes, deflouring of Virgins, Comimitting:rap nd: 
s‘hath- been the death perhaps hundreds 
foulesin Eugland only,: then whi¢h, vwhat could pofibly befall mord> 
nfive damageableto the State Surely both patties fhould be: 
def frous of compofing fuchadifference, which info: ‘high-amatere and: | 
-istotally deftrudtivennte both? ‘But alas the jealonfies are fachy. 
dare well offr,or entertain otherthould makeadva ofits: 
& yet a King cannot be faid to deal roo great a méiure-of loventito his peop 
t ionght pre capacity at ‘power offecling 
OE Chr ot all ang comfixions whatloever,more glorifie the King 


| h may as much abridge themthe Liberty of Confaience aithiey 
idged under heretofore;ia which 
. cachpart t, pretends to grant focha 
= aad comp der conicienceg, but neither. 
thé other this, 1$ there no remedy 
 deftitute of meanes toitep fo greatia gap to prevent.th 

 tlomofthree Nations notawithont the greateft-fcand 


sor the bloud of his Saints be 


feasthl interefts snd advantages, ret 
a 


that fome of them have gr. di on'either fide. , God of his’ infinee 
both, that neither of them come fhort or be found in either. 
Anotherof the Londen quetiesis, Whether if Reli , andthe ebein 

; both Honfes of Parliament , arid fo 
ote defend thémfelves by Armes?and nce 


© of an Oxford party 
as adheres unto them,m 
ulicusfeems to be as muchafraii that both Relig ion 2 Laws, and Priviledg es. 
| of Parliament are equally ¢ndangered by the Lendois prentices, and thofe 
chat fome Will thinks it bel ¢o‘anfwer both inone, and 
; neceflity hath no law, it is above. all law,; ahd thongh there be neither A. 
BD of Parliament, Ordinance of both Houfes; or 6 much as'a bare order of cither , 
notwithftanding (afficiently warrant& the cer. 4 
wad lawfally,. though not fe readily, to fromituine abd 
deftraction ahi chen chat che efity is itiplied’ 
thetein, andallthe'reftwill follow This-is atruth, mat 
be jattly ballanced, and tenderly’made ul@'of; itis no do@rine 
though libertines fhould: bu le ity and for a curbe'to as would ‘out. 
Gither fide fortifications the King gnce - 
it fhed it would be litde purpolt for's King-to eqire- more df. 
then the Laws permit, and they had willin © pérformié 
prefentatives to engage the Kingdome ferther'then they hae 
unahimoufly ¢ thereof :' And fince the ftrength and power is'iaturally in’ 
ty, to-fhelter chemfelves againft the extremitiés of 
fever fo willnone traly: taki 
fabje&ion to the Powers ‘not fuficientto fay there 
and neceffity,both God and man is we be 
can{cjencious mangagelof it fanders by and‘others } ‘the: Saints 
ntighbouring States and Nationsiwill: judge Otherwife what: 
Weour at‘prefent : what 
liament gainethereby., “if cither by fword? infich cafe. 
the conquered kepttunder by a: martiall ‘anid’ power,” 
which would fo long then both , untill the whole King." 
domebe weary of it, andj oyntlyagrce to caft thie: yokefronoffthem:, fothat' 
anleffethe conditions.be fultand ¢quall in’ of them Bothy? 
Prerogative: continued unto the King, Priviledges to both ‘Honfes of Parliae 4 
ments and Liberties-unto the Subje@, we cannot expect a during peace, 
| of: cithet in Civill or affiires,” 
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that the doe not Another , > with 
Ee abipittion that th may both confider whether it isnotnecefia- 
Ory that fome fuch middie wa on, as neither ef theayremaine 
4 meer power and mercy oft and yet it would not be goodto 
om again into a Heptarchie,or mote,or fewer portions. bur if it frou 
ht fitting towards the compa a ‘fp peedier disbanding of Souldiers 
demolifhing a nlahd works, whereby is noe plundered 
they. at preflemt, but ablolutely di{Couraged'to tillche ground, and’ 
oaly , of them inay Have a rational! fecurity and‘ fafeguard 
others attempt W. bloud which hath been fo 
gtowne Cold a paiti¢ ye of us berter fitted and diipoted to | 


each other ordially, t tin cafe, ‘and for {uch putpofe 
ertaine. savtifons for a (eort time may in the 
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afied in favour then the King of $ His.Ma 
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sdugheitherfide, 
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atid People; rhar 
pf Ve Fe ‘oye tnece 
4 afon whi 


d engaged in civil War a 
all ranks and qualities | 
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;, which bein 
48 the! tobe. 


power uf Bat 


iin nC 


‘out ‘felves with the 


eon oeVer they 
all Temple fir, 


milchic’ 
r And 
| 
‘toperm nit 
the 
With¢ nt bere On DotA. 1d¢s a total ruine and de 
nich is condition that all three ,, fo 
infered fo mugh bloudihed, either to eltablifh the 
byt that. He path yer a 
Conceive that Liberty of 
on, What, and how far 
throughly debated, and 
willingly, and, 
man- | 
| an J Wt ace thie Apirit Wit ics arile d W 
ugh We thould change be calcd upon 
the milde and gentle axould prove, 
Capes: ch ote wards, when a duc¢eeding govetnment having; 
| | Strength, trary to Pauls dotlrine, 2 Cor,1.24. Allume fine the: 
Ridome Kath be 


they ought,.and how little fruit we fee thereof, I defire no wayes to.ageravate, 
od is record) ‘tiot {6 For their fortow, a8 ef 
Pied be not 2 Gye the Church, Paul fies, 2 Al that | 
godly per fecuston,and Confequently though we had not onéWord 
Amore in all the this purpofe, whether that government be not likelieft 
De as Chet ist to rte Bis Whorn hc alls is Sheep his. 
30.35 18 Ho Of prey mol bears | 
ender confelences? and fince all governments into 
fortheprefent’,” all things Were fettled accordifigto clthet of fheirde-.' | 
‘Pires, whether notwith{tanding they ought not to even 
etc thts Be leration of, conti Cee 
new thing under the' fis, ‘and the thing which hath been that which done | | 
fo lately of les in this Kingdome,(houl 
or the {piritdall re Whit is Kidgdome ha 
tline Of Popery and 6 theit fi ition, .. 
title it was not oF Prelacie. ( thét Wakrot 
Mewes {0 to Be aga hed quetic whae: 
Hight be that moved Both Houtes of to yore and prepares Bil. 
véroment (till remaitic fried: But wete the great 
chat Wihieh as Comitnon fo them all, 
jwildicion to. adininifter or pale lentence againit eheirbrethter tm perfonvor 
by verte of a coercive diftipline and dominion, how can it fat 
unto any other govérhment,: finte that beth Papular and AriBocraticall mith 
ifcopal And wheteas that Presbytery power 


ereigne way, aif 
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as 


toch | 


to 


make | of theit 
are net 
/ ment, as W 
‘ent to bef 
greeable to the \ 


cially; 
hough 
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pre 
gion quie ly, Whether they 


orhers ibe found 
thet maby of Seripare herdin alles | 
{peake tora tollerationof Po my felfethere- 
pleated to reft fatishied,thattheugh 

the ‘werd of God, why, or how Papifts fhouldbe = 
d by fines and other penalties of Religién, yet I take not upon 
cra tion 


not refute to fee the execu 
nd may be object 


ake fulll difcoy 


‘fa 


asin fome | a 


Where, 


¢, Het fotked.to Church , which they 
danger of it, thought 


bamible ane ted ‘antp King: nd Parliament that a 
of foever, who are fo far from bei 
néeds be ackr the greatelt enemies to Tdolatry,mayenjoy 


for this refed live in /taly and Spaine,wheré 


fuch them to kee alwayes 2 | 5 
Hey Beare to pods. Cauleg nd People, ‘to take into furth 

Wel 
amongit ws, ina quali 


ich can Wi 
ndalizéd thereat , how far, infuch cale, it 
ord of God, for Proteftants ‘togranfplant themfelves | 
Matehaats te go¢ and live in Tarky, orin /taly | 

ugh they were not troubled'w ith the 


‘Magultratebe not above 

arc to corredtion - 
dif the Civil Magiltrate may 


cannet forthd 


theirs, by reafon of their Idelatry 5 but 


not faffer Papifts at 4 
where they have 


expoting of the gee 
the ftreets about , with 


hey might enjoy their owne Re ae 


mto countenance by putting 


“adothing with pictures, hangings, or 


pie ‘Where the :0céffion pa 
Without bowing) at theirowne windows, 


of all oar Mer- 


kod benesi of the would faine be 
Magiftra when it is fitting to ippley uch power For. bchoofe _ 
ofthe Chorch; and if he-be), whether then the 
“the Church and every member andthe whe 
Wi)” tHough they off-nd not m their owne opinions; 
whine of the Civill f 
| 
| 
Te 
and inthe as ch 
trie oftheir wil-worftttp, whic) 
nts and Travellers that géamongtt then. 
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ho delice a tollcration offo many? I aplwet, Thar it is the freedome of theif owne confci- 


if 


t= 


Bur chat they might enjoy alwayes peaceably that Religion , which they have examined 


"Pound to be the true one, and noc be fubje& toa change fo’often as the Civill State , or thofe 


: "Parent is called, chey may every time be of different, if not of oppofite opinions ind religions 5 - 


4 


TERE 


4 


x. 


it 1 countenanced’b | 
are Of the fame, isno govd reafon itis not ahundred yeares Popery was eftabli- 
by law in England,and may againe for all that we can tell,moft part of Europe ftill’. 


be found in the laf day chat'many menhave taken u 
importusity thruft upon them , tatherthea they 
but fome will fay it is preftimption to be wifes then a Synod of a State 3 confider againe, 


or think thac the snyfticall Body of our: Savioupmsy poftibly be 


ohn 4. 1, Or examine tlie opinio 


Bore of curiofity, (hen edifying, IT purpofely § 


fa ¢ inftant, it came into my.minde as nor altogether impofijdle,that God might be fo plea- 
to men more diligenc and inguifitive tofearch after truth, aad confeientious in im-— 
acing it withfear and tre» bling, Phil.2.12. after which mannet we are required to work out 


Inthis re(ped, the very Law of Mofes conlifting in a dead leteer, which the Di- 


himlelfe could {carce conteovert or pick a quarrel! with, did not render the Jews fo fcrupus 
acd.cven amongft all thofethat pro- 


Bus and conf{cionable, as the Golpel doth C 
fic Chriftianity, I conceive it may eafily be obferved, that fuch as ftady the variety of opini- 
Bs, and trie tic {pirits out of a zeale to truth,choofing their Religion by their owne judge- 

ents, though erronious, are yet more jealous Of Gods worfhip , and con{ciosable towards 
Ben. Shall men fo far diftruft themfelves to feare they may be mifled into 2 falfe teligion or 


becaule they have liberty to make proféffion of the truth? orican a man be in a ber- 
co? ditibn chen he ¢ fim fel fe to be ? aré we the more acceptable to God becaule 
Ooi will noc be of che true Religion, ublcfle we be forced thereto ? ‘or are we the more excu-~ 
le in being of the falfe, ‘becaufe. weare willing to be compelled inegit isthe tyranny of 
ibe body fo grievous to us, and are we in love wit (pirituall bondage ? To be ofa Religion 


y the law in'that Countrey where thouliveft, or becaufe 


ping P.pifts :"Dear Reader, fearch, examine thine owne heart, and confider whether it may. 
thac Religion witich- was with 


tlice in the feare of Gad, who is more arrocarit and tious! He thae fecke 
chjoy his owne confcience peaceably, only pretumptuous , He that 


wayes with all hamility‘and loye, ot thole that imperioufly, and wil they nill they. con 
aine others to male profe ibd of fuch opinions as they are of? anid yec is 


medium betwoen animplicite faith andthat which a i¢ judgc 

But Lome will ftill obje& and fay g.what done to thofe that are-obftinately malig: 
ment, and maliciouflyperverfe in ther owne opinions? ‘That as inthe Parableitis 
if they bear nos Mofts and the Prophets, nestber will they be per[waded, though ome vofe fromthe: 
Luke 16.31. Soif informing, exhorting, and fuch fair means, or others which are Scri-_ 


proofe, doe not prevaile with as-are led into falfe o inions, *harfh and compulfive,. 

Other which anes unwarrantable cannot,aind therefore charge a man that he is wilfully, 
and will noe fee the truth, if he fubmit himlelfe to heare and read what belawe 

required of him in chat behalfe, is the and 


ce chat Words knowhow tourcer,and flatly apainit all policie,& Scripture,’ 


orbote to ruminate thereon; howsveratthé 


take paines to make triall of its 


and informing fuch 


built upafter. 
y 


Gnd far mere is it co be fearedsthat fuch‘will be found careleffe, if not negligent, in the choice 
Religion, as little to trie rhe [purits wether they becf God or no, — 
ppinions and do@rines which are taught,rcceive chem currantly, 
ever they be, fo they come fealed and delivered by authorityofState. 
Jc hah more then once come inté my thoughts, what might move the wifdome of God,to 
vc the Sorsptures fo liable co the’ diver fittes of interpretations which inregard it favoured 


mf the highe(t Court fliall pleafe to yary ; for fince they are chofen anew {0 often as a Parliae 


nd whereas many will not fticke to fay, that fuch are lake- wirme or of he Religion, t Libs, 
Pierce which they defire, not to be indifferently of any Religion, or prophanely of none ae ll Ari 
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an who is thus teproached, 
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i,to béleeve 


whe 
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We fay 


| 


fuck a fle 
es 


ib 


in fome de 
Peace 


ishsp.g makee.p.3 
muft dome in ae 
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cather than, p. 5 


+ 
ot 


aédiné: and thowoh we thould fuppofe , ‘chat this very m 
pet Could Waive Been expe ded trom: 
for to be in tis ot chat opin that dodtrine of 
| wiitill God had touched his heartyatd called him thereunco, they ought fill in micck. 
she of truth, £.25. a8 spptars rho largely in the following Difcourfey 
thar Church moll dangetbus , and bypberites che worit of 
| hat ground have we theft or How can we exculé.our themto goe to Church 
gémpring them ro Be fuch by fo feverall waies chat may be lawfull to one whothinkg 
Bul hick to another be fin, becaufe he doubts theréof : have we not learned that eating 
meats only was fih in fome Chriftians Cor. 8,10, 1f. when others might freely 
eat thereof without any fe ac ail? how much more may the fame cafe happen in 
difcipline or do@rine,y worfhip of God is more highly interefled and concerned, 
ednfefle my felfe iferigur to the taske have undertook, and fhould in né fort have 
prefumed upon it, hid I not'apptehended my felfe to be called tht the filence 
of fo many who were abundantly betrer qualified to undergoe it however I doubt got but 
fae forth pleafed tofecond my weak endeayouts, as fundry well difpofed fouls 
| may be provoked to torches at thefe {parkles,and profecute it with more advantage; ~ 
|. this caufe anv I moved to make them publick,not for any private re(peG or intereft of ming 
| own, further then they the general] 
| 4 ty and freedome in. mine owa particular,I dm nor 
of feyerall climates and prof, flions , but that 
T have not obferved the fymmetrie and rules of Archite Qure in contriving fo large 
a Portall for fo final] a k, however, before 1 take my leave, lec me det 
plead nor againft, but for! berry, and that the beft of all liberties, the Liberty of Confcienct, 
riot for, but ag tim faing, or tormenting, of all others the moft ryrannicall, for, 
matters meer OF Religion not for, the thedding bloud, Chriftian bloud, Pro» 
eéftant bloud of the tious Gods dearelt Sain:s,the Lords inhericance, 
for whofe falvatipn only our Saviour thed his owne molt precious bloud. Dear Reader , 
_ but che thought bereof ‘prevail with thee to demurte alittle, and confider,whecher this controg 
liberty or life and death Bodh temporal and cbough 
bore {eldome theught on, be riot worth debating;Nulla unquam de morte bominis cuwcsatio longs 
all earnall | knew not what ‘to counfell thee; renounce thine 
will and-withes, that foolithly have wifhed and willed fomanythings unduly, as had 
Godiwitheld them from the eds have been thy final] ruine Sag now at Gt and 
Prepare thy minde co receive fy and cruch,as the Bleffed Spirit thall pleafe 
thee red th: (God vho now, looking out for {uch labourtré, wih 
ec and mealore dng to thy readinefle,make thee. an inflrument 
| mation, wherewith three Kingdomes are now in trayell, co his owne glery,. 
eternal Which God of bis infinite goodac fie beftow upon thee, and all 
the Errata gre manyyand fome of them very gtofle, in which refpea 
ga tht Reader-will doubrleite finde she benefit thereof, if before he soy 
redtifie thefe that fellow, vit. perifli, read perfil, 
3 wele,p 3 0, 
write, tothe end 
s.ib.p.f.28, princi 


ufe oPnaturall meanes to conyeyit upon usin what 4 
@ foever; yetin the former, man appeares to:be a more 
by Gods permiffion, hath a greater 

and pu 

hath deftroyed far more without compatifen, and 


The 
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the of Ged, whith 
which th others may juftly bethoughtthe mo 
merciful of allt 

follow, that fach-as have the keeping of the Sword, with 


this 
Watchfull in ev 


thay beet obfeived how Chriftendome 2 {pote 
hath contituallybeen che’ Cockpit, 8c alkithe world befides but 
breathing placeshoweveP not for this 
Ward it j 


dreadfull {courges wherewith God ufes to chaftife a pent 
People ; and although that'Sinne be the only g 

“rall canfete: pull downe vengeance, and God 


erty and'power to beginne, 
tan endtoit; which was the caufeuthat the Sword onély 


ftilencé together : wherefore when ae found himfelfe in a 


ait by the three propofitions of Sw 


full wélithe crueltie¢s of man, chofe to fallinto 


pesple, Knowing 
erefore fentthe Peftilence 


é,and b of What was faid,it 


ai 


€ accountable for all the 
fhed': Had’Kings ne other thornes about their ye 


to draw and patit up dgain,mut 


thought en; Would keep them 
nattion, the leaft thoug hi 
fom towards Peace or Warfate. 
‘Wartes, and of wanres have ever beene, ai 
feint throughout the ‘world fitice Princes became 
f ground oniy, 


ifying W moré,but father make fearch and 


it to. pale , that Chrifti ¢ 
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hat Which is unjutt, and fo @efire it may be un- 
nly pis ull beeaufe no Warre but. 


deritood, whereok# more pe efugie beea 


much as he effect there ene however for as 4 


ina. greater mealure thap another. 
| that is the reat of all evil, and 
whichis he greateft of thofe evills, queftionlefie was never 
fach other are the reall and originall caulesof taking 
ba ve not for theimoft part beene found , thought 
fiva withall {uch asateto 
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far. forth and caggecd inthe quarrel, tuatne 
ition ig Religion : Laiged norbting-emamples 
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| the obffructing of the 
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accommodation ofthe ‘prefent Wars, 


Witeher R cig been the reall caufe of fo Wirin * 
which istopyove'in t hisdifcourfe; Gods affiflance, 
howe man ‘Sught notto be perfecuted for con fcicncelfake,as 
an open way for theses palaces of rhe Gol} quite cutoff 
the grearett jedloufiesvame feates ‘whieh perplex the 
Princes, Stites and. People; when'thty fippofe but alleadge’. 
idangering of their Religion, and con equently the likelicft 
of reducthe all Cheiftian’ to ‘peace 
themftlves,and friendly intereonrfe with’one another. 
Panl{gith; Ton arébought witha price, be ye not thefervants of 


thigmntt be meant matters world, 

| whichis t6 Come; about fiibjection of the Gedy in civill affaires, or 

fabjettion of the foule in fpitituall  batiteannot be umderiood 

matters of the body , this world, *bécaufe it would then 
contradict other places of Scriptur Which Commind 48 to | | 


ir mafters wivesto Eph. 5.22. and 
 bandsyaidthelike yin whichrefpett, as from 5, 
“withthe wordsaforegoing , itappeares neceflarily: 


food, that we muft notbe fubjett concerning our R cligion, mat- 
of orcouching the foule, of this or that.R c- 
ion, becanfewe are commanded by Kingor State , for 
oe thé true Religien which we'profelie , yet it re we are forced — 
it will good , noc whi favailable aif? | 


4 accepts only of Willing fervice. fach performes 


«Neither isthe objection good “that though 


liking of their owne, 
wards ig alls fach. dp pprove of it, and bee 
brow ht tochange Mor mult necds be ackeptable to 
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pote fhould profper.s fopad.e fo 
wood effedt, as at firlt conftrained te make profeftion 
of the tru¢ Religion, fhould afterwards provefincere andtrucbe- 
by vertuepFthole coetcive powers which were meerly 
unwarrantable andfinfull, but for fuchasdoefo continue, itiste 
beattributed to Tom othiermeanes wherebythey became cone 
vinced ofthe trut yor more fecret callof.God,.which wouldin 

‘dueti ve fou | out them home imho bis 


that to be tl of § 


they may well 
thall we examine our yes, ds St. Paul faith, 
b orw ? towhatend, Try the pirits whether 
of hide ‘Search the Scujptures, doctrine. . 
taught as now be thé fame which the Apoltlesicftus? whenwe. 

May not'profeflestha Religion we apprehend tobe the only true. 
make prefeffion of thes, which. the 
«State thall thioke fityand to be fuch. 
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Thisasmore ¢vigent we conlider the multitudes of people 
| and whole Nations which live and dye in the Religion they were 
| cie and fecurity,though their faith and 4 
| ) pofite ;..and for thefe 
| letrue Religiom’, becaufeborneinitr, 
and that they will motbe broughtto 
ange, yet for they can give.no better realon..of their 
| faith, then.thofe that are in the wrong ; and perifhes obftinately, 
ay forthey tooke not cligion upon choice ortriall,neitherde 
| figne men unto certain as thoughthey could be » - 
faved by’ and knowled co others,with exprefle peremp-» 
tory.comman to receive tl Cm for the true Spirit pe God, with 
ont any triall of atid indeed it is better to take mp. 


s 


Religion without. tria 


ftanding certainlyifwelt exansined;this willappearc nota 
bare*adding or taking from the word of God, butaflatoppofition,and 
giving the lie, as I maytermeit , unto the Scriptures, for whoma 
heavier judgement is. preparing, if one were poffible, then 

that which isd@heuncedintheRevelation, 


What if the Prince ‘and. Peeresfheuld cha ge Religion » matt 


he 


be well fecured. fo longias finch Statutes, ate inforce ; forin that: 
they concerne matters of Religion, ifthey.binde at all,they,binde 
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ed-to be the trne one, I know 


ing 


greater moltity 

kinde of Church 


more willingly tofabmie e@higher powers , though to fome 


oy the Liverty of. onicienéew 
..Butmay we.sotan fi 
fenfe. ic bemeant, wemult befubject unto 
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they be {ubject alfo toperfecution?” Ikmownothow they cant 


iigdome,and difpofe every one” 
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and found it fabmiPunto it. notwith- 


of his propriety. when he apprehends himfelf 


urely I 1 Cor.7.22,23- 


ac enture , then havi examined+ 
mott ofall "But. Yatiamentihould repeals 
fall Ads againft the Papifts, and pafle others of the fame tenotr 
WER eligion muft be received and 
people, which by a major part is | 
remedy butthat. we may-be lyablé @paine hereafter to change. | 
as.often as.thofe that livedin che Reignes of Beary 8. Edward 6. 
My humble defires therefor€arechat We may not procraftinatg 
any longer the preventing asthe world canfiot | 
torment us withvagreater, notithrough confidence of a 
party; other-aflurance as carnal policieé | 
wifdome doe onlyfarnifh withall ; the Bifhops cendition 
may.be faffictentitem tonsin thig@ehalfe, whosnotwithftanding, 
futtered by them ;. had.within leffe five yeares fince: 
F abettors within this then evéra- 
an act againft perfecution' for cligion, whithbefidesthe-.- = § 
with Scripture, alldegree of havin 
“a afted the {weetnefle of it, will elves to 
weaved thercofagainés. and by thatmeans becomea ‘fire eftabli-*" 
of the genérallipeace of the Ki 


we mutt as we 
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Math a ‘big yoke ar rie 
bat inpofes a heavicryoke of fabj 
.Conieience, then any Prince or Wi world & 
body offhis Subjects’: And aithotigh @very foule mult de 
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ject to hig her Poy ers in matters, "yet there are” 
and relations in 2 Comifion-wealth whereby onéis. © 
tind coveeld ot lefle fubjettion, dbediente, refpe@, ad 
according to the refpective Lawes and ranke wherein he 
tothe lowett hath a kinde offreedome, and p poffibility of ‘quitting 


élife, from: hie! and inferiour vafiglace,ithebea 
| thane abilities 0) wealth; ‘but that Law which’ Impofes onthe 
Note. Confcience, fervés all alike fave thatthe molt ins enous and Gon- a 
{ciéntiousare mol afflitted with it, andtollong asitisit force, 
Conteienc Rath no meanies cither to evade i it or 
Bat aw fruitlefle a courte’ it is FORE ia 2 
x ‘Reig gion they have no liking of, will ‘ap {mall fre- 
whenith by were Look: too, ping their cares 
vith weoll beca if Would not fieare at all, withan © 
to beleeve th orelfe like Mee 
Chatitgand travellersin tnd Sp which Otdfiatily gb¢ to 4 
on} y, ‘abiFthe tye ‘Could not 
pardon the'latt ofthe ey | 
But more remiarkabléac is in the Moores and ewes 
fome whereot diffembled uf 
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to the no lefle fhame than detriment.of Chriftianity:.Oh 
Yet got the like befall witi feareity 
almoft too late\te ferfamany thoulandsof thembeing 
gone, are abletercach all, uale@t boththey be 
uddenly .recalled , \and. ‘others encouraged to@ontinuc 
Miberty of Confeience. 
> Andforthe J ewes in Portugal, the Inquilition 
fullofthem , feldome-witheut foure bundredwor five hundred’ 
dogether,.and though molt ofsbeny will not fcruple.:andmany of 
chufe rather to marryawinhduch as'really are:Chriftians; shac: 
giay, with: more play the hypocrites yct by'fuch 
live amongfithem though fromone generation x 
another, they have matetedimte: 
herve andan(till cheir: Jewith |inee their oft-. 
apting , asthe children though they have, remaining in them not: 
one two snd thisgieth part of a Jew, are notwithitanding. 
knowne by infallible prefumptions tobe Jewsein 
1: Wardly they make pro 
Jp 


% 


W het can tthe fo unfothe intentions and 
‘Sayieur, than refit: chofe to {uffer fierfecntion 
unto death,than:the fe. that-perfecuth others unto death? If Chrifts, 
Kingdome be nesigé this wetld.but if it bemyftieall and fpirituald,: 
-ithen muft it neceflarily of the 
Word¥ and: bythe Spitie s When Peten of thelhiet 

+ And St. the Ephefians ‘Eph,6.10,1 
and ia the powerof hismight’, notbran+ 
the and bow they be 
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unleffe bes how thall they know to wet 


Pauls Do@tring;both ourSavieur and his Apofties not on! tau 
and pra@tifed, but fealed the 


for having maffacred 40° many millions’ of ‘W eft-Indians in 
owne Country, under pretence of Religion/th 
Atiwas only that they 


for didwe: butialittle {elves , we would 
eonclude’, that'few have beciiyet foinad to put people to death’ 


David, fay unto'them, there is fiach aincighbour 
charieable té the. peore; uprights in his defling g, courtcousin his'be- 


43 histiountiy ry; “chofing 


till of late being accufed.as 
the Kingsli ege 


<be' lott that: a,.conferentious. Chriftiam fhould 
to 


"whining? 


17.10. 
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beleeved, unleffe youimpefe itupon them? Bat this was none OF 


|The Spaniaflls are blamed, and that juftly; by all other Nations: 


hit be evident, 
might the eafier riflethem of their goldand 
filwér,and fo all perfecutions pretended for Confcience fake, 


eerly for Religion know'that many in paffion, rage and’ 
ry, will fay, it is’pity fuch Mereticks fhoulddive, but when fuch 
men are Calme ifanother Wathen , like himthat came 


igne, trueto.— 
byather to father offer i injuries ; beloved 
Of all that Knew nity andinever fomuchas tainted with faf ition’ 
fa- 
People hiSowne: Religion;| 
ty’, to will note’ 4 
. tender hearted Chrittian it is pity 
 thoulddye? and though the Law eondeiine him, the King'is) 
gnerciful and donbtlefie would:reprieve him if he had 
heen loyal! to his Gountry,and Committed’no' otter finnethen 

deaveuring by'argument from Scripture’ to- bring 
owneReligitn’s now though molt nen,’ orc 


the Juryifinding hitn™s 


hing bat what bound! inconfeience;' ‘the’ 
ownte ; his religiot whith 4non q 
Biméelfe no Jeli eblipedtve publith it , chen!Perrr and 
whenthey-were Commarided by the Magiltedte nor’ 
in he nar Oh? je 
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the rs Steven fake, fiirred up the people , [aborned an 

for fome private andby- 
ascule, others to. Juryto.give => 

fentence,andatialt 

a Laws 
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or part of it becomes ecaufe he is not the | 
Religion ; wheretot anfwer, That Popery was enacted to be the- 
Religion in Queen Maries. da 1eS,and that which Proteftants pr 
fle in Queen not be both true 
eng as. they had. a ‘Parliament protection ; Liws 
have their grounds and rule in cripture,and more exatly fuch as con- 
Religion, which i is the and ifa Pagan Nation 
not be invaded, in.their; teritosies,, -becanfe they will be 
Sour -Religien ; hore neighbouring. Chriftian people differing 
in‘fome opinions, why fhould a particular man only 
pittance taken from him for refufing only to be ofa ‘Teli orofs 
yan which would abfoluts damne him becaule be $, fo long Rom. 


Fe 


Din 
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it WaS not AIS INCHEON 
cleesly. {gy they. put him notte. 
ownerrefpective private, bene 
Wo compaffe, his diftruction by force 
But . whatseafon, which 
“why a. particular Gentleman fhould | 
hath the nronric hy inheritance or a} More [oan 2 Who Ni d= 
| 
| 
they might apelin the land and trade.therein ; Simeonand.bevs 
were fore aftersheit late, circum though t in that 


medied not with the’ State or 
o get they trioved trot that ft 
‘eligton, for ever man chinkes his te and 
he take ud GP er fo > 
to perfeedté “rakes 
Can they bine St: Pun/rrep | 
Othiers for the words are thefey 


ity 
bork 
Tor mel 


ave 
nd 


+ 


_ 
a 
Fac 
& 
a) 
: 
im 
as 
4 
q 


connerts which isadel deliroping ofthe 
sek fe, they proceed tock- 


ignorance’, Wwe 
to.dcath 


an 


on 


were ion aS. 


“| 


mai the 
vitably 
beles shsher:in the feare.o 


fle to, 


a. temptation asthis: 


ie long.as they, dvethersin, .and yet citer of them 
th ceithat perlecu 
of as-diftes or opinion, cannat pollibly be 
toshen 
guilcy. of thet 
tbat. the part 
j 
chat 
Cor perede 
Bet, and ipduche time, as thataccerding to thefaith whereof thot 


| authotity the Church éf Corinttiey 
35 chen, and py t together i in the narne of the 


they onlddeliver one Subhas for the deftru lion of the 
bt be favedin the day Of the Lord felis: Now 
delivering up to Sathan was'a prefent putting t6.death with a'blafphes 
mous inference, that the fudden putting to death is a faving of the fotdl 
or elfeit i only. pas Ecclefiatticall and Chriftian cenfure whereby the 
finner'thigh thave liberty to farvive for the mortifying of his. body and 
roying ‘all fiefhly lufts that the feule mi he’ efcape inthe dreadful 
judgement, fo that put the body to ‘as Muchias in 
ly dart 
feribed ano her way of ‘juttice with hiséxpreflereafon for it’, That the 
Soule might faved ; wherefore they may wellbe reproved andr 
Rom. 2.4. bended in hisowne wordsto the Romans; Defpifeft 
goodgel[e and and long fuffering, not knowing. that the'go 
6 


if 


ordinarily with ¢he 


Brod of the I doe not finde where Chriftian: 
L-v.20,10, wealths take power of fparing fach offenders which. by theesp 

and 34. 17 letter, of the: Law were to Be put ta deaths: 


| But fome willfay , ifrmen be fuifered co preach 


itin execation, & that they 


oh letter killet, but the 


tures, it bewnder 


 dottrines,th number of Hereticks would: be 
Objet, Beleevers might be fwallowed up-by good corne ‘which ig 
“choaked many times throu abundance’ of weeds 4: whereto 
“Avfw.. Lantwer, That we fhould 


fantablé, rel¥iig upon Gods 
not thefe ¢rronious Belcevers! or Heretieks’ that t 

Joh.2q.24 uce and pervert the faithfully for'that is im 

V fall might in hjé dae time reduce the ‘Who: 
they fhould betaken off preféritly, would ‘for-all 
nor ut, ber 
co 


3-Cor.7, 


ad 


the foul, quite oppofite to St. Pauls intentionswho pre- 


entance ? And whereas in other places,he faies, we. 
le wminifters ofthe New wot of the letter 
iveth 
that the Gof pel difperices 
ettet of theLaw,to miti@até and 
unifhments of the body as well as to free'us from erérnall corments. 
people and Common. 
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“Ow having 
a kines te make ready 


fire from heaven tocon them as: 


ithey wor hipped falfe gods, to be deftroyed 


were’of; asi he thonld tra vefaid, 


centers but ficha fpirit as thé 


meffeng 
er him, the people of the village 
ceive them, which wher Pames'and faw; they. 


whocon/umedthetwo with their fifties , whichiwere?, 

from the Idolatrots'King Abaciah: the Difciples ohn and fames,it 

were then of the fame in this refpet,& if they could have ‘Mich. 

Ohad theit owne wiils,"would have catifed fire from heaven King. 
upon the oppofersofthe New Teftament as Eliabhaddoneupon 

“the Idolatrous and difobedient of the Old, but omr Saviour whe was very 

¢, reproved them for not Knowin 


defired to 
ab did but our Saviour rebuked them, 


“Aaying, ye know not What manner of fpirit ye are of, for the Sonne of man ismats 
ome te deftroy mens livés, butte favethem; I with this Scripture were) 
Pwell confidered on by all that make profeffion ofthe Gofpels 
Inquifitors of thefe ‘day es have no better ground: fortheir Atria’ 
oceédings ; then the on Teltament which expreficly commanded: Exod, 


idolatry to be rooted out,their to be pulled downe, and groves wherein’ 
ut.7. 

King i 


there have we alfo the exa 


ers to the Samari= 
refufed to ren) 
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what manner ef 
not havethe fpiritof perfe. 

‘which are'to be haveneed 
‘and for this canfé'he had before taught them/a leffon of preparati-. Math 10, 


sfaying, Wien perfecute'you in this (ity, flye ye into another, the difs; 


lew 
& 


© madeto commit Idolatry i 
@ the like under the Gofpe 


that i in St. Pants jad 


And although this le ffon wasifo 


advifed motion: oftheingyet 
deepintot 

bree: eft themfelves > nor 
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tion. 
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quite: couitrery 
Fobn and fames ambitious when they reafoned-amonght 
be the greateft, that they might in liklihood be the moreenabled to 
perfecute and by 
heiteares that I ‘Difciples never-exercifed 


er, nor the fervant above bis Af they have, &§ 
the’ ‘the honfe Beelzebub, bow much more foall they call thems 2 
bis on fool? And forthe'defttuaion of the'groves whichvhad beene! 
in, if'it concerne Proteftant Reformersitodo 
l,we fhould:not finde many Churches in Enge 
land which could efeape but whether they beialito be pulleddown,: 
why one more thefYanothet ;'I leaveit tofachias have alreadydelie;' 
vered their opinions'to make them good, withing themtoremémber: 
gement , a good Chriftian might have eaten of thefe* Cor, $,. 
meats which had been to their Idolis provided 
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thisrafh and an- 
in both refpectsifiinck fo 


ulfien towards others, 


by. their, fuccefiors, and im. 
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themfelves who Luke 96 | 
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any Proteftants; ¢ 


they!have no othet remedy, fiye-further off fir 


| a 1 Cor.s mitted 1 into their co 
-umiftalte bim:; ‘heexplanes itto: them afterwards:, that it .vasmnot. his 
fornicators of this world; .or 


(Ca) 
thereof, $t. Paul advil » oF rather 
Temes nor to the Gentiles, nor tothe C ‘God, andto the 
he faics, malke wifdome to shew that are without ; Now whatcan be 
againitthe rulesof wifdome, then. to bring i inte; 
thegue Church ‘as are without by arigorous way of per rfecution?, 
we fee. by. daily experience that men are -by nothing obliged, 
engaged, asby courtefie and.affable proceedings, thefe both win a 
and keep the heart faft, whilft violence andconftraint can at beft,. but, | 
revaile uponthe bady , the foule.even in that in{tant fo muchmorea-° 
» asthe body and outward to play.the 
What poffibility is thereof converting Papilts Jewes, Turkes, on | 
molt: 
‘fent? Itisgenenally and truly.agreed on, that.we ought not to | 
‘their,C to difpoffeffe them of it, ortheirmeanes, becaufethey 
refufe todmbrace Chriftianity , and.I have fearcefo muchas heard of 
or others, ofthe reformed Religion (may.it befpoken 
ing and amendment) that ever employed themfelves to 
converfion meerly for, Gonfcience fakes. few a d 
have meansitoceme tous, andifthey had, bow can we thinke they, 
lling if they knew they might-not live amongftus, with= 
out being forecd to a new Religiom ,.-before their reafon. and under, 
were convinced.in the truth thereof .and forthe fame. nes, 
fpedts, ‘as alfo inthat the Chriftians in their. new;Plantations feck more. 
after the wealth of the Country, then propagating ofthe Galpel, the 
neighbouring peopleof thefe parts hate the very nameof Chriftians, 
make {uch oppofition againft them as they arc able, andatlaft , wheo. 


fagiery Or acquaintance: can any. thing-be cont 
walking in wifdomye towards a then to practice fuch 
makethemfelves odious and they. cannor get to be, ade. 
pany? St. Paul having writ unto the Corinthi-. 
with fornicators),, left they might 


ansthat¢ cy 


ogether forbeare to keep company with . i 3 
Covetous.or extortioners,. or 


fhould -ale 


with Idolaters,, far then. 
brotherwere fuctaione; muc 15, from 
| may beintered that if the, Difciples of of. Chrift- had 
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forbere tomakeuleof milder for ight notest witha’ 
profeffot brother which wasa notorious » yethieh as: 
Wete without , choaghehey were eowetous. fornicators, extortioners; 

"Sand Idolaters to bo eat and company withthemby 
Pauls permiffion,when they might as wel have avoided jtin Cor. 10, 
Gnnes withall men, that 


in theirowne brevhreny whereas Idolatry and other execrable 
that St. was forcedito fay Hi ie 

in in effect, that it was’ not poffible to live , and notkeep company: with whe 

@fach.finners, yeritte {aid notthat fuch as would altogeter avoid their — 

company, matt.fend fach Ginners out of the world, or out of the Couns Non 

by perfecution, which the Inqauifitors of thefe'times practife,but ia» 

itreate the world were fo. full of notorious finners: and 


-converfing with thems sci chat God would not permit his people 
converte with themy thaethenthe true Belecversthemfelvesfhould - 
Mrather gee out of the world , then fend fuch notorionsfinnersand 
of the world in the midft oftheir finnes by perfecuting 
todeath , -which I muchdefire were wellreflected on; 
that of: St. fohns Go the prayer which out: 
unto his-Fatherin behalfe theep ome Jo Jo. 17; 
fhouldeft rake themont of DRE £008 FE RP 
fror the evrd : from whenceit may dikewife be inferred, .that ifthetene Note, 
Belecvere could not be kepe fromthe fiane and évilbofi 
themfelves-out 
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rather ¢o 
a snisbeicevers were taken out of the worldin their fias,whereasfo 


asthey live there is hopes of theit noes 

Our Saviour whembhe fent forth his !gave them Ma th:2@, | 

preach che Gofpel freely as bad received it and that 

fuch aswouldnot recesve or beare them, they foould # igh 

Off the from their feet isfarce 

froma commifiion to plantthe Gofpel with fire and{word,:orether 

waies of ion. which ate practifed inthefeideyes and: Saint” 
Marte intis thereofimakes the'commiffion tebe givén them, 

inthele words and preach the Gofpel unto 

creature, be thar beleeoerh 
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, had his intention beenes that fach:asbeleeved hot. 
mpel ied thereto’, ‘hé-would:Have faid foiniexs. 
w otdsupoll this octafion,ratherthen denounce theirdammation; 
| fore he'had firft’ countenanced this fo ¢ffacacions aways asfomealx 
oi fay the Apoftles had then no power, therefore 
fed not tothe purpofe, for if: coercive power:had 
Anfm, Gite; datSaviour when he ‘fert them forth could as eafily have 
pf.it (in which cafe the Magiltrate mult have contri 
buted his affiftange ). asto fay.s she fake, » Clenfe leapers raife the 
head caft ont divels, and although miracles:were now. quite ceafed; 
notichat the civilldwordisgivento the Church tocleer | 7 
thie Gofpels paflage for God will havene or ufe 
of, he fumfelfe pr order only, (notto, 
erflecute bur) to depart from areit; and whatcom 
wee in word of God which warrants us toimprifen, 
fine;/banifh, ‘or put to deathany one efpecially amangtt Chriftiens for 
difference of ‘opthonin Religion ?. many I.Know are foiindulgentto 
‘belconvented that every man might enjoy:his own Confcience quiets 
but would not {uffer them to, have the free exerci(e of it,te difcourfe 
or publith their opinions «unto others 5 bat hereof I finde noground in 
-Séripture St. Paw! fayes, 1 Cor.9.16.. A command 1s laid upenme, and 
unto.me if I preach not the Gofpelsand our Saviour 
22532) art converted ftrengthen thy brethrem,: So thatthe @ 
fame God which ¢ommands me to trie the {pirits requires. of mealfo 
that when havefound thetruth, -I fhould not withold it like a candle 
ov Weaburfome willfay, God‘tequires youto teachthe Truth; but you 
Objet}: y 
“each Herofie inftead thereof,and therefore you ought'to. 
Anfw. apprehend it to be the 
, though it be; erronious , defiring the warrant | 
forperfecatinig fach or publith erronious doctrines.) which | 
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What they of all others: fhonld: obferve and pra¢tite it fully and punctu- 
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thar ifit-had fignified a compulfixe or Lordlyjurildi@ion, tohave been: 
in execution by Chriftian Churches or Gommon-wealths:in after’ 
gcs,wb.ch,cannot be becaufe of fo many abfurd confe eswhich 
thereupon, yet dato conceffo, in fach cafe I fay; the Apo- 
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The Parable of our Saviour, A/atth. 13.29,30. whereinhe forbids 
Sethe pulling up thetares left they pullup the good wheat withthem,and 
both and wheat be let gremtozether till harvefi, 
“Pefeems to mea full argument that the State fhould not beforwardsin 
"S% putting any to death,fave fuch as are exprefiel warranted by the word 
God, but thi: place makes efpecially againit perfecution for matters 
Religion; for can diftinguith tares fromecorne, 
wpyet itis not fo with herefies atid errours in point of Doétrine; befides, 
outward:man may fo:conformie himfelfeif he will, asthatitisim- 
2 poffible for the world to finde him out, becaufethey cannot.arriveto 
Methe heart, and what ever externallmeanes may beufed, theyworke 
upon the body, and cannot reach the foule : Butperfecution for = 
TEReligion does.not only contradict the Scripture, butis contraryto 
on fenfe and reafon,as will appeare if you confider,that,although 
fay proverbially , facile credimns, quod lsbenter volumus; yetaman 
Hof himfelfe cannot pofflibly beleeve what he himfelfedefiresto beleeve, 
before his judgement and underftanding be convinced, fothatunleffe 
it be 2 good argument, to prevaileupon.a mans judgementandunder- 
ftanding, tofay, beleeve this orthat point of doctrine 
lofing your cars, or the like, it muft needs be extravagant andunjaltto 
practife it: let us not then goe againft onr ownereafon, and the Scrip- 


eure where it is faid, That though Paul plant, and Apollo water , it God 
chat gives encreafe.: And our Saviour tells us, Thato san can come to Job.6. 44.1 
except the Father draw bin, that it is the Spirit which quickneth, and 3°55 
Thefe is yet another place of Seripturewhichfpeakesmore plainly, 
letting all Inquifitors andPerfecutorsknow, thatthoughthey hadthe 
fpirit of divination and difcerning, wherewiththey could becertainec 
to have difcovered {uch as preach the Gofpellout of ftrifeandenvie, 
and not fincerely, yet they are not tofilence them,butbe gladthatthe 
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(33) 
for even asa man that with his hands, if bis feet flip ip, Willers 
~ cover himftife againe, fo if Chritt the foundation be kept , though 
the prefent they preach ahd teach many a falle dos Yet 
be certaine thatall rotten unfound and erroniog 
tenets fhall fall downe in Gods good time and feafon,whileft the foun. 
dation remaines fure for ever : He that hath given ws Chrift , will with 
i Ron.) hive; but at his owne good pleafure give us all things ; Panl thought this 
3* was 4 good argument, and fo far bare with all: mens infirmities, thatas 
fayes of himfelfe to the end he might have opportunity to'preach the 
Cor Gofpel, he\became all things to all men, that by all meanes be might fen 
fome; untothe Jews asa Jewehat he might gaine the Jews to them 
‘that areunder the Law,asunderthe Law, and to them that were with” 
ow Law, as without Law., that he might gaine both; and left you 
might thinke him a livertinein all this , and without Law to God, he 7 
tells you he) wasallthis while sander the Law to doubtleffe 
nofimall fervice in thus complying : Burthat you may 
what manner and how far forth he had: beenindulgént atfach other 
times, the relation whereof we doe notfinde recorded, take what 
the Philippians, P4i/.1.16,17 Same preach Chrift com ~ 
of enuy and firife, ani fome alfo upon good. will, the one’ preach Chrift of” 
Contention, net fincerely,{uppofing to adde affliction to my bonds, butthe 4 
other of dave, koow1ng that: I am fet forthe detence of the Gofpel: 
whatthen? notwithftanding every way, weber ber pretence, or truth, 
Chrift ze preached, and Itherein doe rejoyce, yea and will vejayce;: koow 
; . that this thall turne to my falvation through your a and the me: 
ply. ofthe Spirit of JefusChrit. 
will fay great fhame it were if we fhould not reyoyce tht 
Chrift betrnly preached ip Weatmanner foever; butfych as wedilente 
perfecute thoughthey Confefle and preach in words yet 
«they held certaine erronious tenets which ftrike at the foundation, and(s 


A 


overthrow) Chriltiamiy. :»Idefire fuch to remember thofe ‘Scriptures 

that, Whofoever ss borne of God doth not commit fin, tor his feed 
“sremaineth in him,and he cannot fin he is. borne.of God :. ¥ 
13 foever beleegethinhim not perifp but have eternal life: And whofoevit 
3d th 4.1 5 Soall confefferhat Fe/us is the of God, God dwelleth in andhein 
Nowas we know that Davidthough he commitced adultery and 
murder, was borne of God notwithftanding this text,becaufe it meats 
only that God impntes not finne unto them that are borne of God ; 
| that beleeveth inGod, and confeffeth that Jefosis the Son of God, 
rely he do together with this foundation, hold certain points which 
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his owne intention, both:very poffibleand probable, thatfuch 
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Hhwait and contradict themfelves , yet'we-are certaine, thatthe whole 
W@Scripture being the infpiration of one, and the fame blefied pirit, can- 
hot but be at unity within it felfe,-and all good. Chriftians are fully aflu- | 
Weed thereof, though they be not able fometimes to, make it appeare fo | 
Botheir weake and carnallunderitandings 3 and.infuchcafes we have 
example of St. Paw/; Rom.1 1.13. the great eA poftle of the Gentiles, 
bo though he teftified of himfelfe , that he gave his judgement a¢ one Cor.7, 
had obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful, and thought that healfe 
f° ad the Spirit of God y yet having wadedioto the myltery of Predefti- | 
fo far as hisownemeafon could arive ,,burlt optunto a moftde- 
out adiniration,, -O-the depth of theriches both of the Wifdome and know- Romy 
| | dge of Goa , bow unfearchable are bss judgements , and his wayes*paft 
In S. Pauls Bpifieto.the Roatans; chap.3.28...1t 18 faid,. Therefore 
conclude that. a yuan. tejuftified by faith witheut,the deeds of. the.Law.: 
St. James faith, Yefeethen how that dy workes «man 
juftified, antnot by faith only Now as.we are fully affured that thefe 
Scriptures thoveh they.differfomnuch litterally, arg notwithitan- 
b only.in their owng being reconcileable , byt even.in.our fhal- 
ae counted Pan! and put hie ingo the Miniftery, was before Tim.n. 
5lafplemer and perfecuter_;. Soe we may fafely thinke , that God can 
ganuch more (after‘the manner of men be it fpoken) tell how to prof{per 
endeavours, and bring unto falvation ; [uch as beleeve in lim, aud. 
to be she Son of God;. for his word and promife are engaged 
mmend cannot be frultrated through their weaknefics and unfoundneffe 
{ome points of Dilciplinc, Doctrine, or.of, both But it. will:be ob-. 
eéted, why fhould fuch be fuffered to preach Chrift, who withall mex: 
nfound, doétrine, fince there may be teachers enough béfides, who are 
orthodox and junquektionable ?. I anfwer,. Thae this isnot the true Anfan 
ofthe cafe ,,forthatthe Puritans or.other confcientious Chrifti- | 
hold their owne teachers to. bethe foundelt , and if they.befilen- 
ced, conceive they are bound, without power of difpencing with them=° 
delves to heare none atall,, rathérthen fuch with whomthey cannot it 
pomibly joyne, er, be prefent without 4 doubting and condemning confci- Rom.14, 
ence ; fo that at the very beft this can be but « puding up of good wheat te 22 
pether with she tares,.whichas was faid » our Saviour wo 


swith fach usread it, topaufes 


Markés 1, where of the 
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-[ will therefore forbeare to make any further of 

fo 'were'preached in whatfoever manner, but befeech 
‘little and confider “that | 


ced’ whatfoever way that Chrilt w whe. 
Or 6% truth how inexcufla will all. pe 


pet sale ore ence fuch as preach him in any other maner then in 

they ‘themfelves prefcribe whereby many-eminent abilities and gifts 

othered and loft -To the fame: ‘purpofe is that place in 

~and he followe h not forbad bins he followerh not-nsibu 
~Jefuis faid, forbid him not, for therets noman which foall doe miracle inty 
on of; the that is hot again us, i is onow 


Saviour; fayi 


part Marke 9,400. 
Pai tell the Hebrewes, how He that defiled es lam dyed With 


Of , and of the Covenant where: 


vith he wis fan@ifiedsan inholy thing, whichis plain evidence,thit 
~ though fuch aslive under the’Gofpel, and neglect or defpife the meats 
~ ofcomming to the knowledge, or yer {peake againit the thereof, 

wasicertaitio death in te inotith oftwo orthree wittieffes; 

he fates not'thatit ought to’ under the Gofpel batt 

the crime as far more ‘héynous the Gofpel , yet'he de 

they fhould be punifhed « in this life, and plain 
infinvates that it be left the | Of judgementjasiap pears 
‘the’ coh¢rence with the words which follow, where he 
fay! ng, Vesgeance imine, and [ will and againg; 

Fhe Lord jna e bit people : a fearfull ching toffall into the bandiof 
ed ‘And thts is yet more manifeft, if we confider chat there 

- Shad been of thofe which thus rejetted and Violated'the Gok 
which thenfiad not ‘been punifhed with death: according’ to thé 
aw of CMojet, and yet Pax! for all this did'not’blame thofe’ Chriftians 

“fer co tion on them , ‘any’ onder 
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‘ada Peter the ‘Elders theovel 
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willbe denied, by all, Proteftants,. or elfe they mutt candeimne +t 


| ioftigateand. encomrage all States.and Churches to double and encreafe 


thal’ Pr ike, or that 
be 


flo 


mea 


mife, fo now the belt. fer 
which will yet 

ifthey 

He that loveth not-biebro~ , 
isthe meliges Hat we heard trom the begin- 19,1 | | 
pu Gin, who was ofthewic- 
wherefore flew he. becanfe bis works | 
And our. Savious told his Ditciples, 


then ismat.of God for tBis 
that-we fhould Jc 


ih, and hie brothers 
Lfendyousm heep 


. Bot.if-the prattifciok pertecution for difference in’ ‘matters of Reéli-’ 
were a figneofthe try Chureh, then that Church were likelieftte, New 
the-trueht, Charchthat.di perfecuteothers, which I belecve, 


felves,in fhfering she Papiftsto.go beyond.them in erfecuting ot ers: 
and feeondly, if reste were a note of the tine: Church, it woul. 


these periecutions, untill.each of them had attained to the molt 
height.of cruelty and tyranny... 
Againe, though, perfeeution for conicience fake beneverfo much: . 
condemned. by ajl men in every. body but 
who dine for perfacuting an or who would 


be.contented be peslecuted bimfelfe? and fo far is 
Propagating of theGofpel, . chat nothi 


. 


; 
and.death,.or not to Lord it oyerthe flock'of 
Chrilt,, shat impoles lasys upon their coniciences? 
|  Butdid thefe perfecuters of God and men confider, thattobe - 
perfeouted,is.a mark and figne.of the true CHurch, and contequentlyto: 
perfecute, an infallible character of and the Churctr’ i 
nt charity weopght to thinkethey mightlikely be'reelais 
erefore antreat them fon their owne dire@on tovcall 
aul {aith.to the: Galathians ,. viz. Now we, Bree Gal.g,28 
 Anesbe children of promife tut ac then be thar was borne 
after the per [eouted him shat was borne after the Spirit,cven [0 
This text declares. haw, the true Church and true Beleeversarechildtén 
oF the-promife, figured ‘ont in Abel, perfecuted by Caiw, Gen.4.8. 
Efanand sheir poltenity children of the bond-wontan,teaching 
us.in exprefie.w ards,.: tha ak thole:vwhich perfecured in the Old Tefta- | 
ment were not, the 
Vanbts of JOG , 


and greateft portion of che Chriftian into bait power by vigour 
ofeheir perfecution, hinder the blefled Gofpel from being truly taught’ 
in the fimpli¢ity and purity thereof; and’as it is well chat the” 
beft Churches ladve beén in errours, {ometimes able to di gt only, 
not capable of rong meat by the rules and of perfecn- 
tion, it were impoflible to grow ftrenger, or come into the light of iim 
-trath again, Retaufe that according to {uch difcipline , fach as teach: 
_ any, new or but-a further méafure of former fhould be per-" 
fecuted, as it happened linto Paul and the other ‘Apoftles an Diftiples? 
underthe calumnic of edition, herefie, , or innovation; for! 
Paw! himlelfe was.reduced to fay , I od afterthe 
Objet which they call herefie': And rid Wheteas fore Wi object, that the Chit.) 
in the Primi ive time Were" weake cing: planted,’ tac 
that’ Chriftigns now adale havé to a'‘larger fidathreoF th? 
and inthe truth, I daré not fubferibe and for! 


sCor, 3.2, 


‘whatever. crrours and falf¢ dottrints {uch men prove 
have been in the Churches 6f’ Rome, Corinth, Antioch; 
Ephefos; Galatial, or. any.of he during'te times, whén’ 


1 Cor, 3, throw weakneffe and carndlity they ey wére’faid to have tieed of 
will eafily appeare, that, asthe infallibility of the Apoftles, their: 
12. diverfity and preheminencie of gifts,and mita¢lés which they wrought)’ 
far more: cfiicacious meahs then anytime werefince énjoyedy: 
of out) Protéttant “Charthes dt 'préfent; efpecially Nationally 
biat will jaftifie the in dur owne! gréater errours} borh for 
Difcipliae and Dottrine It istraé thitit liberty Be" iver for tien to: 
CO teach what they will , there will appeare more falfe ‘Teachersthen" 
ever, yet it Were better chat many Falfe do@rines Were publithed,efpe- 
~ cially, with good’ inténtion ‘out’ only, thertthat one: 
truth be forcio} ly {mdthered'ot' wilfully concealed’; >and? 
ities which decompany errorieons and 
| of ines , ; the troth appears’ ftill more'glorious 
feveralf' opinidiis, any othéffért of Libertiniftné , theri‘what 
9. practifed , when he /uffered all left he binder the: Gopel; and 
Aghings to all, that he might fave fome,-at which vety time hee 
profited himtlf notwithltanding to live not without law to God) but 
binder law to Chrift: And Peter tells live at'free but woe ufing 
— Bberry for acligk of malicion/ne fe but as the fervants of Pet.2 
| | ane 
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are they that. when-they 
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vaile?.. 


shewanld J 


“Our's Saviour told his ale 

world hated them, and this (aould not. 

andus, St. tells us plainly, How. will it Chrift Tim. 5 

Saviour iif his Semmongn she Mopat, 


ces this unto. them, Buelfedare man 
ee fuch as that dnthelesod manyother 
ras perfecution given us.4sa fign to know the. 
by; and tope a hove token, & 15.20. 

ery of oF fetus 


crieeu 

Chritieas, ppd all of sham doe perfecute onedndther more’ 
anding follow, shot inch States and Churchesas 
sre molt cosrnpted., ,andithongh 1 could hope for their. 
it with degree of 
which differ. from thenrin opisions: maynot hin- 
true Chriians,though imp erect andfajling in this.particus 
Rot endeavonring and.diffwading perfecuiti- 
ches, which 
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4 may-feeit in the’ Aas: that both: ‘Peter arid: 


| Religion; dnd diffe 
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rather then light because their deeds were evil, for every e that doth 

light, hto the lig left his de ftiould be repro. 


"neither cominet 
wed , but be thar the rush commetb to the tight’, that hisdeeds may be’ 
made manifelt, that they are wrought in God Methinkes wé may well 
refemble the'true profeffours of Jefus Chrift; to thofe that {eek the lighr, 
ghat the truth which they teach may be made‘mianifeft ; and contratys 
| wifefach to be falfe prophets an nd hyp pocrites;that hate the fig ht let 
beloved errotirs atid’ counterfeit dottrities fhould’b¢’ difcbvered, 
and forfaken': Indeed many a man hath over confident , deliz 
 -vered dp bis body to be burne'in a bad‘canfe, this fhoald make {eich as 
a. gdod one , to fo much More courage'to themfelyes, and! 
notdeclinesiy le wfall triall ye Whiereby falthic ul ‘be 
‘bright; ‘as before it h d ereater‘op ath 
ordinary courfe‘of the world betwixt two whieh-aré'at law tox 
gethet, when eithetofchemules pr ng the pt vere: 
ofé that? 


all his proofes and evidences'in readineffe; 
who both his ie cable filly, ‘would: 


he knew he 
‘about ‘any? 


rencds'j 
ont never fil’ when they maintaine a pood on¢; we 
» with the caufe of Jefus! 
which when the Scribes; 
faw and’ Perceivedthar they | 
he-meri;: they marvelledjand: took knowlédge” 
Jefus, And beholding the man which was hea-" im 
ftanding with thet, contd fay nothing againft it; and ow won- ‘@ 
caufe peaipered“hereupon pon appears ity teat Cy ter 

wihictfis well ji anid riot t 
uatorthe Bphefians,Gying,That through faith in Pefies Chi bold! 
neffe and acceffe aces And thryee's falter, 


dint cher¢oftii oifidn 3° 
Cohfidence and bokinetie 
venin's bad cank, 


Chriftfped the better forthein 


and albhigh Priefts kindred 
 Wereunlearned and it 


that they had been:wi 
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now Chri foal be in my body, whether it be by lite i 

co} that I abide and continue with 
ance joy of faith’: ‘Surely albtrie Beléevets 
‘whe the good and Golpel “fo Hat’ fare _ 
if they ad but fach'a faith and coihdente Pawls Was : Now Jia 1m. | 
true afid lively faith cannot be without works, and’ themofteminentand = 
glorious worke ofall, isto feek'the propagatiors ofir, infuchmeans'and 
-mannet 4s are'molt warrantable’,* and likelieft’ by theprecept and prefi- 
of dur only wife Saviour, and hisbleffed Apofttes to’ ‘provefucceffe- 
full: Oh; letus then defer thé practife Of it any Tonger ! doe wefaf- 

pect that errour fhould Vanguifh truth? ‘this is fo vaine thatino man will 

-confel fo much, but'fortheir full convictionif they werefoconceited, 
levthemtake notice whiat St. Pad faith tothe Wetannot do Cones 
any thd truth bac for the'rrurl plot, ‘contrive and 


-gainitit, but great is the power of truch and it will prevaile atlaft or 4 

doe'we'then Geared theitrue profeffours ‘nay fall’ theirformer 

truch may’ fall tliat profe Mion, but th 


Of the truth? ert they hevértrue’ profeffours a9 St. 
bay went ont from ns, bat they-were not of they ‘had 
been ofins, would no dotibt have"continied with us, but't 
out; thee bo made werende all of 
Wwereniath tebe détired falefable theanes tobe 
{cover themfelvcs of their 6wrie accord, forthenthe 

pip of Gad pi from falling manyafin through their 
'fello and bleded be God his 


i 
chan then; worthe deepert wiles of 
Our Saviout batty pa 


they followed 


them, ‘how much mote may we wellthinke fiould elrere | 
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wy 
this not all the bench which would accrue hereby, 
‘greatelt andbelt part isftill behinde ; forss in the Primitive times, when 
Scribes, Pharifes, apd all che learned Doors both Jews.and, 
_  Mifputed and oppofedithe: truth, with more liberty and freedome ; 
then famous and prevailing untill the myftery of 
protecting of it by the Civill Sword, whichifi 
gaine, and the Blefled Spirit, which bloweth. where 
swe might even in thefe dayes, with Gods.eGiftance, 
trephees, and multitudes of Chriftians 
ont of Babylon to.the ipecdicr downlellof Antichrit. 
axe, fish ofppinion, that it,is no gaod polici 
i ‘profeiled, in ane-and tha, 
i tions beca though. map men may able, 
“tenets b debated freely ,.andmade profellion of 
numb amonght-fuch multitudes of people. by 
ASkantages in thet thernignoraace or 
in fpirituall matters , is notabl wathftand the arguments 
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berty and ri omed 
ae 


eto 
them,muft needsbe and ledaway-from 
silo as well qualified, is 
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ha ofimprifoning, finiag.cc ment,or any worldly prerogative | 
i had heretofore madé pro ereof, would now appear in their own Et 
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of wite-and lear 
to. be far preferr 
affe@ionsand 
sthefemens.cour 
of State,or: gr. 
m7. 48, OAVIOU ANA ths hat the Scribes, Pharifera 
oreed thalike , that allehe dearned Deidiors and 
ang argument was then, it’ 


Tider of what low-cendition and meane eftate were, they 134 

never think the worle of truth, becanfeit was held-out unto.them) Matth.4. 


men.of moft inferiourranke and quality,’ this would make {ach as are 


A 


a $ gh 


criptare wife to thinke the better of it,for who are likelielt to have 
chings difcovered tothem, thenfuchasare 
Pend who likeliek to-be {pirituall, then {uch as are poore, bafe and abject 
othin: the-eyes of others, and their: owne-opinions? Surely St. Faw 
caks plaine to this purpofe when hefaies ,. Not manyiwife nen after the Cor. 
not many mighty, not many noble are But God hath chofen the 
Beoolith things of the world.to confound the wife, and God hath chofen | Ad 
weak. of the world to. confound the things which are mighty, . q 
ba/e things of tha-world,and chings. which are defpifed hath Ged 
againe, wheres the wife? feribe? where the difputer of \ 
world? hathnot God made foolith the.wildome of this world?-And' | 


the Corinthians te gives a feafon why God made ufeof men of fuch 
the en,he SWe-have this tr ¢ 
gels, that the excelencie of ‘the power maybe of God, and not of us, 2 
in.another place he Chrift font me to preachthe Gofpel, zor 
wifdome of words, lek the erofle of Chrift fhould be. made-of none 
ots Cor, 1.47 thefe paflages.of Scripture with fandry others 
conlidered y.by-a to fabmit to goad will: 
what ever it were, when it fhould be difcovered unto.htn;, 
fuch a foule wonld not be{wayd , and ledaway. witha py.catnall privie 
ledges or worlaly circumitances how planfible foever,, sllfach acé 
vansty, and vexation of fpirit,,.as the wile. man affares us : evidence of 
is that only which ovght our guidein whatwedoor fay, 
rule or touchftoneto make triall of what we heare or fee 
ccording if we proceed, whatfoever bealledged tothecon- _ 
we may cleerly finde,. That -perfecution for matt:rs of. Religion 
croffe many places of Serine mart Je manyof Gods Saints, and: 
much binders the propag aenoother erronious tenet orhee- 


tfoever: for sf the Gofpel ba paffage,and thetrue Profefonrs- 
would prevaile agaings al herefes » unleffe you will grant-that error 
fibly vanquifo -owne fond-fancies fhould | 
Biever fo many inconveniences to enfue thereon, we ought to reft fatishied 
ith fo greata manifeltation of Geds revealéd will,no waiesattempting, 
thing,or cleaving to fuch opinions,which either dire@ly,orbyratioe 


i 
5 
' 
‘ 
£3 
| 
i 


Kings or States may lawfu ye Religion, or fettle at any 
faith beleeved arid practifed ‘ Religion, on OF 
then ought to be conformable thereunto and 
and alter their Religion, fo often as the State and 
*~ ‘Councell of the Land fhall deem jult and requifite ; : for as our predeceim 
Note. fours.could not make a law to binde their {ucceffours irrevocably ; 
longerther pleafed themfelves in civill matters, mueh leffe in 
ithe Conftierice;fo neither can we that are now living engagt 
our pofterity i in any act, but what they may bo ew at pleafure , with ae ; 
fame liberty and power by which it was m finee the whole King 
dome being a bod; ipoliticke indowed with a fapremacie cannot 
eater ot lefle power over it felfe at onetime then another ; whercfouiay 
= is Out ot Othink very reverently of Laws and Aéts when en 
_ heft Court; ‘yet if we confider that they 
@oeriot that both they, Synods, and chiefe 
Couneells have thaneht it expedient and juft-to repeal, alter, and 4 
times ena& Laws, ¢oncerning Difcipline'and Doétrine quite co 
their predéc by which means:a people in their lite time have bes 
compelled ta'change -eligion twice ‘or thrice ; ‘my humbleft defires 
: leave proftrate themfelves in meekneffe and moft fubiniffive manne : 
unto the three eftatesin Parliaments: Thatall former acts which counts 
‘nance perfecution. for matters ‘of Religion may berepealed; end Liberty 
R Confcience which is the 'greateft liberty the Gofpdl britigs, 
left whileft the prevailing'party of in 
other Protéftants, becaufe lefle in numbér differing frome 
them in opinion, to change Religion ; ‘God injaftice 
doe the like with Pyotefants in Ireland, as well fot our fins as their 


A 


= 


— 


i 
J 4 
itt 
| 
5 
iq 
| 
4 
4 
i? 
y 
| 
: 
7 
+ 
ht + 
4 
| 
Py” <4, 
‘ 
| ¥ 
£4 4 
> 
> 
8 € 
om 


vw 


5 


> 
- . 


wow RT - a 
} 


> 


4 


4 


4 
y 
he 


» 
“> 


jail 


> | 
* 
debated, as it ftands Deracto 
| rrationall, sround|efle misprifio 
Ri | 
Ks Shall the Swe a acvoure ever ? Know Cel 
Hen qu terre 
¢ 
7 


